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Book of Order 2019-21 

G-3.04  The Synod  

 

G-3.0401 Composition and Responsibilities 

The synod is the intermediate council serving as a corporate expression of the church 

throughout its region. It shall consist of not fewer than three presbyteries within a specific 

geographic region. 

 

When a synod meets, it shall be composed of commissioners elected by the presbyteries. 

Each presbytery shall elect at least one ruling elder and one minister of the Word 

and Sacrament to serve as commissioners to synod. A synod shall determine a plan for 

the election of commissioners to the synod, as well as the method to fulfill the principles  

of participation and representation found in F-1.0403 and G-3.0103; both plans shall be 

subject to approval by a majority of the presbyteries in the synod. The commissioners 

from each presbytery shall be divided equally between ruling elders and ministers of the 

Word and Sacrament. Each person elected moderator or other officer shall be enrolled as 

a member of the synod until a successor is elected and installed. 

 

Synod is responsible for the life and mission of the church throughout its region and 

for supporting the ministry and mission of its presbyteries as they seek to support the 

witness of congregations, to the end that the church throughout its region becomes a 

community of faith, hope, love, and witness. As it leads and guides the witness of the 

church throughout its region, it shall keep before it the marks of the Church (F-1.0302), 

the notes by which Presbyterian and Reformed communities have identified themselves 

through history (F-1.0303) and the six Great Ends of the Church (F-1.0304). 
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In light of this charge, the synod has responsibility and power to: 

a. provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard.  

This responsibility may include developing, in conjunction with its presbyteries, a broad  

strategy for the mission of the church within its bounds and in accord with the larger  

strategy of the General Assembly; assisting its member presbyteries when requested in matters 

related to the calling, ordaining, and placement of ministers of the Word and Sacrament; 

establishing and maintaining, in conjunction with its presbyteries, those ecumenical relationships 

that will enlarge the life and mission of the church in its region; facilitating joint action in mission 

with other denominations and agencies in its region; facilitating communication among its 

presbyteries and between its presbyteries and the General Assembly; providing services for 

presbyteries within its area that can be performed more effectively from a broad regional base. 

 

b. provide that the Sacraments may be rightly administered and received.  

This responsibility may include authorizing the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at its  

meetings and at other events and gatherings under its jurisdiction; and exercising pastoral care 

among its presbyteries in order that the Sacraments may be received as a means of grace, and  

the synod may live in the unity represented in the Sacraments. 

 

c. nurture the covenant community of disciples of Christ. This responsibility shall 

include providing such services of education and nurture as its presbyteries may require; providing 

encouragement, guidance, and resources to presbyteries in the areas of mission, prophetic witness, 

leadership development, worship, evangelism, and responsible administration; reviewing the work 

of its presbyteries; warning or bearing witness against error in doctrine or immorality in practice 

within its bounds; and serving in judicial matters in accordance with the Rules of Discipline.  
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G-3.0402 Relations with General Assembly 

The synod has responsibility to maintain regular and continuing relationship  

with the General Assembly by seeing that the guidance and communication of the  

General Assembly are considered and that any binding actions are observed and carried out,  

and by proposing to the General Assembly such measures as may be of common concern to the 

mission of the whole church. 

 

G-3.0403 Relations with Presbyteries 

Each presbytery shall participate in the synod’s responsibility and service through its elected 

commissioners to the synod. The synod has responsibility for supporting the work of the 

presbyteries within its bounds and as such is charged with: 

a. developing, in conjunction with its presbyteries, joint plans and objectives for the 

fulfillment of mission, providing encouragement and guidance to its presbyteries and overseeing 

their work; 

b. developing and providing, when requested, resources as needed to facilitate the mission 

of its presbyteries; 

c. organizing new presbyteries, dividing, uniting, or otherwise combining presbyteries or 

portions of presbyteries previously existing, and, with the concurrence of existing presbyteries, 

creating non-geographic presbyteries, subject to the approval of the General Assembly, or taking 

other such actions as may be deemed necessary in order to meet the mission needs of racial ethnic 

or immigrant congregations. Such presbyteries 

shall be formed in compliance with the requirements of G-3.0301 and be accountable to the synod 

within which they were created.  
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G-3.0404 Reduced Function 

A synod may decide, with the approval of a two-thirds majority of its presbyteries, 

to reduce its function. In no case shall synod function be less than the provision of judicial 

process and administrative review of the work of the presbyteries (G-3.0401c). Such a synod  

shall meet at least every two years for the purposes of setting budget, electing members to its  

permanent judicial commission, and admitting to record the actions of its permanent judicial and 

administrative commissions. Presbyteries of such a synod shall assume for themselves, by mutual  

agreement, such other synod functions as may be deemed necessary by the presbyteries and the 

synod. 

 

Two or more synods sharing common boundaries, with the approval of a two-thirds 

majority of the presbyteries in each of the synods, may share administrative services and form a 

shared permanent judicial commission, with the membership of the commission being 

proportional, insofar as possible, to the number of presbyteries within each participating synod. 

Each synod shall pay the costs for processing a judicial case arising within its bounds. 

 

G-3.0405 Meetings and Quorum 

The synod shall hold stated meetings at least biennially, shall meet at the direction of 

the General Assembly, and may call special meetings in accordance with its own rules. 

 

A synod may set its own quorum, but it shall include an equal number of ruling elders and 

ministers of the Word and Sacrament representing at least three presbyteries or one-third of its 

presbyteries, whichever is larger. 
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G-3.0406 Minutes and Records 

The synod shall keep a full and accurate record of its proceedings that shall be  

submitted to the next succeeding meeting of the General Assembly for its general review  

and control. It shall report to the General Assembly the number of its presbyteries and, in  

general, all important changes that have occurred within its bounds. 


